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PEI WORKING GROUP 

 FOR A LIVABLE INCOME 

c/o Cooper Institute, 81 Prince Street 

Charlottetown, PEC1A 4R3 

http://peiwgli.ca 

 

 

Hon. Dennis King, Premier of Prince Edward Island 

5th Floor, Shaw Building 

PO Box 2000 

Charlottetown, PE  C1A 7N8 

December 17, 2020 

Dear Premier King, 

The PEI Working Group for a Livable Income is excited to congratulate the Legislative Assembly 

of PEI for endorsing the final report of the Special Committee on Poverty on PEI, which 

recommends a basic income guarantee for PEI. The report provides a fully costed, workable, 

and achievable model for a basic income guarantee that could eliminate poverty in PEI. It was a 

groundbreaking day for PEI and Canada when this important report was adopted, and the time 

to act on the report is now! 

We write today to urge you and the PEI government to begin immediately to negotiate with the 

federal government for the launch of a permanent basic income guarantee in PEI, as 

recommended in the report. We write this as an open letter to include the PEI community in our 

excitement and our work to support you to take the basic income guarantee model forward as a 

province. 

The Prince Edward Island Working Group for a Livable Income has been advocating since 2013 

for PEI to launch a province-wide program for a basic income guarantee: one that can be scaled 

up to include all of Canada. Advocates across Canada, notably Coalition-Canada: basic 

income-revenu de base, have been looking to PEI as we have seen historic successes with 

regards to the process. Successive legislatures have strongly endorsed motions across all 

political parties in favour of basic income guarantee, principles to define a truly just program, 

and now, the first fully costed, province-wide basic income model in Canada! 

We were happy to contribute to the work undertaken by the Special Committee on Poverty on 

PEI and keenly anticipated its milestone report. We couldn’t be more pleased that after 
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consulting with numerous experts from across PEI and Canada, the Special Committee was 

convinced that basic income guarantee is the best way to enable healthy, thriving people to live 

in and contribute to healthy, thriving communities, societies, and economies. 

A basic income guarantee will be a big investment. It will be worth it. 

Poverty is a lack of money, not a lack of human worth. Basic income guarantee addresses 

poverty by providing direct payments to people to meet their basic needs, such as for housing 

and food, clothing, transportation, child and elder care, health care and supplies, the capacity to 

deal with emergencies, and opportunities to study and learn and participate in community. The 

payments are provided regardless of employment status. 

Basic income guarantee meets people’s needs with dignity, on the basis of their human rights. 

Recipients do not have to be destitute or to spend their last dollar before receiving help. They do 

not become ineligible if they pursue training or education. While there is a reduction rate as 

people’s earnings rise, they do not have their occasional earnings clawed back dollar for dollar 

when they exceed $250. Their choices about work and spending, about where they live and 

whom they live with, are not put under a microscope to be judged for worthiness. Rather than 

judging people’s willingness or ability or availability for paid work, basic income guarantee 

addresses the unfair distribution of wealth and wages and the unfair value placed on some 

kinds of contribution to society over other kinds. 

One of the most ground-breaking—and startling—aspects of the Special Committee on Poverty 

on PEI’s report is its heart-rending acknowledgement of the extent of low-income in PEI. Their 

report indicates a staggering 50,238 people on PEI would be eligible for some basic-income 

support. This means more than 40% of us and our neighbours, friends, family members, and co-

workers do not have enough income to live safe, healthy, and dignified lives. 

For people who live in low income or close to the line, it is past time to replace the barrier-ridden 

and inadequate social assistance program (and its high eligibility conditions and devastatingly 

low income-support rates) with an unconditional basic income guarantee. PEI can lead Canada 

as a launching point for change, just as Saskatchewan once launched the Medicare program 

that has been so important to Canadians’ health care. 

The global pandemic has demonstrated so clearly that there is no separation between health 

and economy: healthy people are the base of a healthy society. Emergency relief benefits have 

made it clear that when people have no income, what they need is money.For all these reasons, 

and more, the time is now to establish a permanent basic income guarantee in PEI, and to use 

the model described by the Special Committee on Poverty in PEI as our starting point. 

Thanks to the report of the Special Committee and the support of the PEI Legislature, we have 

the opportunity here and now to invest in the people of Prince Edward Island: our health, our 

dignity, our future together. 
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All across Canada, community groups and coalitions like PEI’s Working Group for a Livable 

Income have been advocating for Canada to implement a basic income guarantee. Many, even 

from elsewhere in Canada, have watched the progress here in PEI and advocated for a national 

launch here to build on PEI’s extraordinary momentum! 

Now, thanks to the work of the all-party Special Committee on Poverty on PEI and the 

Legislative Assembly of PEI, a credible, fully costed, fully considered model exists to make PEI 

the launching point of a basic income guarantee for all of Canada. 

PEI first made history by endorsing guiding principles for a basic income guarantee. The Special 

Committee’s model for PEI is based on these principles. It is designed to be universal and 

unconditional to all adults having resided here for at least one year, ages 18 and above, 

including seniors. It would be subject to income, but provided regardless of work status, 

relationship status, or ability. 

Basic-income principles recognize some people’s basic needs are different than others; for 

instance, because they have children to care for or because they live with a disability. Following 

the principles, programs and supports that people need, such as childcare subsidies or 

AccessAbility programs or comfort allowances, would stay in place even after basic income 

replaces social assistance. 

It is also important that the Special Committee sets the Market Basket Measure as the poverty 

measure for PEI (the level at which people’s basic needs can be just-adequately met). The 

Market Basket Measure identifies a realistic list of basic needs. It is sensitive to the real costs of 

goods and services in different sizes of communities across PEI, and it is responsive to changes 

in the cost of living. 

Our group was concerned at the headline that the proposed basic income guarantee for PEI 

would begin at a minimum of 85% of the Market Basket Measure. However, the Special 

Committee’s research makes them confident that the remaining 15% will be made up by 

maintaining other supports, and this would help respect recipients’ different circumstances and 

needs. Their calculations show that combining a basic income with valued, targeted programs 

would be the best way to live up to the guiding principles. 

Income is the most important social determinant of health, and yet being poor is as much an 

accident of birth and circumstance as being rich. It’s time to abandon the attitude, ingrained in 

too many of us, being poor is a moral failing. We must challenge values that suggest some work 

is worth money and some (such as caregiving work, mostly provided by women) is not. We 

must move beyond charity (generosity offered at the discretion of the generous), and the idea 

that high net worth confers on the rich the right to decide who is worthy. Basic income principles 

allow us to do this. 
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The Special Committee report offers that if the federal government is not open to a full-scale 

program, the backstop would be a pilot project with three or four thousand participants. When 

we went to the community about basic income guarantee, we heard clearly that people want a 

province-wide and permanent program, not a limited pilot. 

Local, national, and global experts on basic income guarantee agree that the time for pilot 

projects has passed; rather, it is time to apply what has been learned in Canada and around the 

world, in a full-scale permanent program. 

Advocates across Canada have worked to ensure that dozens of MPs and Senators are 

educated about the benefits of basic income guarantee. Many already support basic income: we 

hope they will work to ensure PEI’s negotiations with the federal government are successful. 

If negotiations with the federal government do not succeed, it is up to us, as a province, to make 

a province-wide model work regardless. We are hopeful we can all work together for a province 

free of poverty. 

The PEI Working Group for a Livable Income is here today to advocate for immediate 

implementation of the Special Committee on Poverty in PEI’s plan for a permanent, province-

wide basic income guarantee for PEI. 

We will be here in the future, to watch the roll-out of this transformative, life-changing, world-

leading program, to cheer its successes and advocate for its continuous improvement. We will 

celebrate with recipients who escape impoverishment to live in safety, health, and dignity. We 

will celebrate a government being liberated from paying into costly structures that maintain 

people in poverty and suffering. We will celebrate our society reaping the dividends of people 

thriving, with improved mental and physical health and wellbeing. 

We will celebrate living in a province where we truly value and take care of each other as our 

first priority. 

Sincerely,   

 

Marie Burge              Laurie Michael,       Michelle Pineau,  

Members of the PEI Working Group for a Livable Income 

 

 

cc:  Trish Altass, Chairperson of the Special Committee on Poverty on PEI 

Members of the PEI Working Group for a Livable Income 

Local media 

Coalition Canada: basic income-revenu de base 


